
Welburne 
 

Ukrainian: Вельбівно (Velbivno) 

Russian: Вельбовно (Velbovno) 

Polish: Wielbowne 
 

 

The village known as Welburne is located 3 miles east of Ostrog, directly across 

the Huron (Goryn) River.  The village was founded in the 16
th
 Century

1
 and 

became part of the Jabłonowski estate at Krevin (Kryvyn) by the 17
th
 Century.  

After the Partitions of Poland, the village was part of the subsequent Kryvynskoho 

Estate 
2
.  Welburne, located on the edge of the marshes of the Huron River, was 

known as a fishing village and a center of clay production
3
. 

 

 
 

Welburne (Wielbowno), east of Ostrog, from the Early 1920s
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Pottery and ceramics were produced in several locations in Volhynia from early 

times.  The residents of Welburne were lucky enough that the countryside just 

north of the village held large deposits of clay.  This clay was mined during the 

18
th
 and 19

th
 Centuries and sold to local pottery and ceramic factories such as those 

located in Belotin and Korecs
5
.  Mines were up to 10 meters deep.  Some locals 

made their living digging out the clay, others made extra income from this 

resource, digging out clay in their spare time.  Many sold clay to buyers at fairs in 

Ostrog or Korets.  Other times, selective potters would come to the clay mines 

themselves with a team of diggers, to dig out the specific clay they wanted.  The 

clay miners in Welburne were known as шахтарі (shakhtari); Ukrainian for miner.  

Clay was also mined in nearby Pivneva Gora
6
. 

 

Welburne benefited from a nearby train station after the introduction of the railway 

to Volhynia in the 1870s.  The station serving Welburne was actually in Badivka, 3 

miles northeast of Welburne proper.  The village also lay along the ancient 

highway which ran from Kiev through Volynia to the west, known as the 

Київський Шлях; the Kiev Way
7
.  By 1899, however, the portion of this road 

running from Novgorod Volynsk to Ostrog, had apparently fallen into disuse
8
. 

 

 
The Primary East-West Road Through Volhynia c.1820; Zytomierz in the 

East to Dubno in the West
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A couple windmills operated in Welburne, but these mills were not as good as the 

ones in nearby Krevin
10

.  In 1906, the population of Welburne stood at 1,382 

people in 259 houses; Welburne, Krevin and nearby Netishyn were three of the 

most populous villages in Ostrog County
11

.  Until World War II, the beautiful 

wooden Church of the Transfiguration stood in the village.  Built in 1756 with 

funds donated by the Jabłonowski Family
12

, the church was presumably destroyed 

at some point during the German Operation Barbarossa. 

 

The inhabitants of the village, fed up with bands of insurrectionists and anarchists 

roving the Ukrainian countryside during the Russian Civil War, briefly formed 

their own republic in the summer of 1920.  Named the Velbіvnomu Republic 

(Вельбівному Республіка)
13

, the villagers named a president as well as ministers 

of defense and finance.  The Republic was short-lived, however, as the Red Army 

quickly put an end to its independence.   
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