
 

 

Sam Decker 
 

 

The Sam Decker is house is shown on the Leeleva map located between the main 

road and the Riska River, just to east of the cemetery. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  



On the Polish map from the 1920s, two cemeteries can be found near Leeleva 

(Lesna); they are circled here: 

 

 

 
 

 

Most of the houses in Leeleva look to have been built on the north (northeast) side 

of the road.  Sam Decker’s house, as well as Andrew Ratslaff’s house, were on the 

south (southwest) side of the road. 

 

In all likelihood, this Sam Decker is Samuel K Decker, son Karl A Decker and 

Katharina (Jantz) Decker.  The GRANDMA database tells us that Samuel K 

Decker was born 1862 in Karolswalde and never left Russia, passing away in 1935, 

probably in Siberia.  Samuel was married to Katharina Schultz, parents unknown.  

Katharina probably also passed away in Siberia.  Samuel K Decker was the brother 

of Helena Decker Nightengale (Mrs. John Nightingale). 
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Sam Decker Family Tree 

 

Samuel K Decker and Katharina (Schultz) Decker had five children: 

 

1) Bernhart, born 1889 

2) Julius, born 1897 

3) Maria, born 1898 

4) Aganetha, born 1901 

5) Abram, born 1909 

 

Based upon information from GRANDMA, the Samuel K Decker Family moved 

from Volhynia to Siberia between 1897 and 1898.  The last child, Abram, was born 

near Pavlodar in eastern Kazakhstan, which was close to the Mennonite 

settlements in Slavgorod. 

 

According to GRANDMA, only Abram is confirmed to have left Russia.  He 

married his first wife, Gertuda Janzen, in Harbin, China, in 1932.  From Harbin, 

Abram and his family were able to make their way to South America and settled in 

the Mennonite community at Curitiba, Parana, Brazil.  Abram and his second wife 

were living in either Curitiba or Sao Paolo in 1990. 

 

According to the Memorial International website (Международный Мемориал; 

http://www.memo.ru/), a Julius Decker was arrested and imprisoned in September, 

1937.  The record indicates that Julius’ father’s name was Samuel and that he was 

originally from Volhynia.  On the day of his arrest, this Julius was a foreman on a 

collective farm in eastern Kazakhstan, from the village of Frunze in the district of 

of Lozovskaya (Фрунзе Лозовского района).   

http://www.memo.ru/


Julius was sentenced and executed by the NKVD (Народный комиссариат 

внутренних дел, Narodnyy Komissariat Vnutrennikh Del; People's Commissariat 

for Internal Affairs – the proper name of the Soviet secret police during this time) 

on November 12, 1937.  Could this man, sentenced and executed, have been Julius 

Decker, son of Sam Decker of Leeleva?   

 

Note: many ethnic Germans were arrested by the Russian secret police during the 

1920s and 1930s on charges of being enemies of the state or counter-

revolutionaries.  In this case, Julius, the foreman of the collective, had probably 

done absolutely nothing wrong.  One way or another, Julius rose to be foreman, 

and that position may very well have been his undoing.  He, like many, many 

Germans, was probably unjustly sentenced and executed.  Julius was posthumously 

rehabilitated (judged not guilty) in 1963 by the Military Tribunal of the Turkestan 

Military District.  Numerous Deckers, Ratzlaffs, Nachtigalls, Unruhs, Wedels, etc, 

can be found on the lists of repressed Germans who became victims of political 

terror in the USSR during the 1920s and 1930s. 

 

The record also lists Юмус Самойлович Деккер (literally, Yumus or Iumus 

Dekker, son of Sam Dekker), born 1895 in Volhynia, arrested in Lozovskaya, 

eastern Kazakhstan.  This man was also sentenced in 1937.  At this time, the 

records do not show that Samuel K Dekker had a son by this name.  It’s possible 

that Yumus/Iumus may translate to James or Jonas. 

 


